[Professional licensing examination. Innovative experience: the Integrated Multimedia Pilot Project of the Chieti University].
The Medical Licensing Examination (MLE) is governed, in Italy, by a law enacted in 1956. An ideal clinical competence assessment tool should effectively, reliably and objectively measure all the components of clinical competence: basic knowledge and clinical skills as history-taking, performing a physical examination, formulating the most likely diagnosis, establishing a management plan, communication and interpersonal relations. Since 1998 first session of the MLE, Chieti University implemented computer-based case simulations and standardized patients in the Multimedia Integrated Pilot Project (MIPP) administration. At the present time, we have examined 370 subjects during five sessions of MLE. This preliminary work shows results regarding the examinees in the first examination session of 1998 and 1999. The two groups of examinees are relatively homogeneous for number, age, gender, length of curriculum and country of University degree. In both groups the curriculum scores (preclinical, clinical and total) and the MIPP final score are reported for all subjects, first ten and last ten examinees. The MIPP final score is moderately correlated with the preclinical, clinical and total curriculum scores. Recently, the Federation of State Medical Boards and the National Board of Medical Examiners, sponsoring organisations of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE), have been planning the implementation of computer-based testing for the USMLE. It is important to point out that our MIPP-based MLE is not a mere didactic experiment, but a legal certifying examination valid for licensure.